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INTRODUCTION:  



Invention of printing machine by Gutenberg in 1452 is one of the revolutions of human knowledge development. Since then all human knowledge and information are easily available through print media in the form of books, journals and other from of documents. But now days information generation is growing so fast in various new disciplines that print media can’t able to run so fast in respect of time and cost, place is also the vital problem to the library. At the same time information technology, computer and telecommunication developed tremendously which directly affects the publishing industry and now society are going to the paper less society. With the rapid development of information technology and the emergence of Internet, multimedia the information sources is now easily available in electronic form. It reached to the people within very less time, less cost and occupied no space compared to today’s so called libraries. They include e-journal, and other e-publishing on data base, reference documents, newspaper, magazines. In addition to these online sources there are thousand of CDROM databases. The CDROM database and online source are collectively referred to as electronic sources of information. I am going to talk about one item from the electronic publishing, i.e. ELECTRONIC JOURNAL.



For more then three centuries journal played a central role in the creation and transmission of knowledge, especially in the field of Science and Technology we hardly imagine without the scholarly journal. Now a days it is changing it’s shape, media, users and representation remarkably but the basic substance of a journal remains the same—to publish at regular interval the most recent communication notes queries and essays in order to enhance and expand the interchange and sharing the knowledge. But now a days the paper journal have faced a huge criticism because of peer- review process, increasing cost, lack of selectivity and long publication delay. To over come these problem journals are now available in electronic form and electronic media. 

DEFINITION:



There is no standard definition of electronic journal. E-journal  sometimes described as “virtual journal” or “ paperless journal” or “ online journal” etc. Consider first the definition of journal, according to ALA Glossary “ a journal is a periodical especially one containing scholarly article and/or disseminating current information on reseach and development in a particular subject field.” If this task is done by electronic media then it may call e-journal. If  the content of a journal are produced and stored only in electronic form than it is called e-journal. When the content of a journal produced and stored and scanned in a database and then retrieved though on line then same thing is called “on-line” journal. We may define e-journal in this angle that those journal which published and circulate through electronic media. Some specialist define e-journal as any serial, produced published and distributed nationally and internationally via electronic network such as BITNET, INTERNET.

Devid Pullinger and Brian Schakel wrote in 1990 that an e-journal is “ one whose text input may be entered directly by file transfer from a computer or by other transfer mechanism in a machine readable form whose editorial processing is facilitated by a computer and whose articles are thus made available in electronic form to readers”.

HISTORY  AND  DEVELOPMENT :



Vannevar Bush first described the “E-Journal” in 1967 as a part of MEMAX proposal. Before that, as per UNESCO report published 1960 the first e-journal was created in the form of a project named “ to test networking computers as a means of improving scientific communications.” As a result of this project the first e-journal produced in 1980 in the name of MENTAL WORKLOAD. In 1976 the New Jersey Institute of Technology came out with the first proto-type E-journal CHIMO—a weekly read only newsletter.  PAPERFAIRE was an unreferred  e-journal published by EIES (Electronic Information Exchange System). Most of the e-journal came into the picture in 90’s decade, popular of them are PSYCOLOQUE edited by Stevan Harnad in 1989. E-JOURNAL published since 1991. By 1992 there was OJCCI (Online Journal of Current Clinical Trials), it was the first peer-reviewed science journal with graphics and completely searchable full text.



Probably Sondak and Schwarz were first phulished the electronic form of the scholarly journal. At present WWW and Internet help accelerated the activities of e-journal. According to Woodword and McKnight(1995) there are three steps of e-journal like ONLINE, CDROM, NETworked journal. Online journal is available through online hosts like DIALOG, BRS etc. CDROM journal is usually full text of individual or collected journals of various subjects. Networked e-journal is based on mailing list- software server computing application including ‘gopher’ and ‘www’. The other way of dissemination of research paper is now available by electronic page lay out. Hypertext and hypermedia formats enable linkages among sections within an article and among articles within the journals and other electronic resources.

HOW DOES IT WORK? 



E-journal does the entire communication from authoring and submitting through referring and editing to publishing via computer. The various participants are communicated through a central main framed machine. The users accessed the system either through JANET (Joint Academic Network) or PSTN(Public Switched Telephone Network). Users can move different related articles at the same time using hypertext links and a ‘pop-up’ windows facilities. Which provides instant access to the bibliographical details of reference without leaving the text. By using CDROM drive, a high resolution(300 dpi) A4 screen and a laser printer a publisher earn a more profit without increase the price. At least total 219 biochemical journal may digitally scanned and stored only in a single CDROM. Now a days e-journal arises based on LISTSERV software. In this system a central computer holds a list of subscribers. When a new issue is available the system send a content page and abstracts via e-mail. If the subscriber then request for that article through e-mail article then automatically delivered by the software.

ADVANGAGES: 



An electronic journal provides following advantages—

1.A higher rate of acceptance of article.

2.Increased speed in peer-reviewed and publication process.

3. Possible more acceptance of articles by editors.

4. Lower production and delivery costs.

5. Use of sophisticated searching strategies.

6. Distribution and correspondence not limited by time and geographical boundary.

FUTURE:



Paper journal satisfied our need for a longtime and till it providing its service to the people. But e-journal access is a new worldwide trend in information society. People enjoyed because of its instant satisfaction of being able to search and retr5ieve article to their desktop. Many organization offering to access through gateway system like by browsing or keyword etc. Some organization provides pay-per-view option. King(1991) predicts that by the year2006 we will see a dramatic change in information society. He also feels that print media will continue to exits but will play a different role.



Ann Okerson(1991) also stated that if present trends continues through 1995 the likely result would be bibliographic confusion and chaos for utilities libraries and scholars. And at the end of the century the market for paper and e-journal will be devided equally.

ISSUES:



Though e-journal gives a lot of facilities and it is time saver and least cost yet there are some problems. Till now it is not fully accepted by the scholar society as a pure substitute of printing media. Also they raise some questions about copyright, licensing etc. They raised some questions about if a library subscribes the e-journal do they get only current issues or he have to right to have backrun? Or he should have to pay for that? They raised another question about copyright, i.e., anyone can easily download or manipulate the article which may against the author as well as the publishers interest. Can it be avoidable? The most vital challenges to the librarian are that as anyone can get any kind  of information through online or Internet ,then, do it any requirement for a library ? These are all burning issues  and challenges to  today’s librarian as well as the future library personnel.

 CONCLUSION: 



On the basis of full text e-journal of ‘American Chemical Society’ we may conclude that it can not replace the printed journal. It has to crossed a long way to compete the paper journal in developing countries like India due to a huge obstacle of socio economic political problems. Also some scholar says that e-journal is a searching tool not a reading tool. At last we can say that libraries in no part of the world can afford to ignore these electronic source. Emergence of these new source has resulted into a change in traditional library. These include collection development, acquisition, cataloguing, users instruction etc. It is inevitable that in the next few years special libraries will be obliged to subscribe  e-journal and other e-publishing.
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