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Introduction:

Classification is one of the most important and basic methods of organization of universe of knowledge. It involves the analysis and description of the contents of documents. To make a systematic and helpful order to the universe of subject, there need some certain attributes or characteristics. These attributes help to process of dividing or grouping of concepts or facets. In classificatory language such a concept or facet formed by the application of a single train of characteristics is termed as “CATEGORY”. Basically a classificationist starts from the conceptual level and tries to find out some facets and then move into terminological level.


Ranganathan has termed the characteristics as “parameter”. As the universe of subject is multidimensional, many parameters are required to identify the multidimensional nature of the subject. For example the universe of literary works, the characteristics ‘language’ ‘form’ ‘period’ etc. are helpful to derive a specific literary work. In enumerative classification the number of dimensions of a subject is the number of characteristics used in arriving at it. While in faceted classification the number of dimensions of an isolate idea is used to form a new subject with the basic subject. 

DEFINITION:


The term “category” is defined in many ways by different library professionals. According to Whildhack ‘category is synonym to point of view according to which a subject can be divided’. D.J.Foskett told that ‘category’ is similar to ‘facet’ and explained as ‘faced analysis’ consists in an analysis of subject in its entirely into a certain number of facets or categories of things. B.C. Vickery  explained it as ‘conceptual categories’ which have a high degree of general and wide area application developed in the intellectual level and utilize it to interrogate some kind of knowledge. Ranganathan used it in a specialized sense. He said that each facet of subject and each division of a facet is considered as one and only one of five fundamental categories i.e. PERSONALITY, MATTER, ENERGY, SPACE,TIME.

DEVELOPMENT:


It is very hard task to find out who systematically used this concept of categories. Probably Aristotle first used the term ‘category’ to denote ten classes of being—(1) substance (2)quality (3)quantity (4) relation (5) place (6) time (7) position (8) possession (9) activities (10) objects.


Immanuel Kant revised Aristotle’s categories and based them on the forms of judgement in the following manner—

(1) Quantity: unity, plurality, and universality.

(2) Quality :  reality, negation, limitation

(3) Relation: substantiality, causality.

(4) Modality: possibility, actuality and necessity.

Dahlberg used four categories in his schedule following Aristotle, these are— 

(1) Entities : material objects, immaterial objects, principles 

(2) Properties: quantities, qualities, relations

(3) Activities: process, operations state.

(4) Dimension: time, space, and position.

CATEGORIES IN DIFFERENT CLASSIFICATION SCHEMES:


DDC:  In Dewey Decimal Classification scheme the ‘principle of parallel division was introduced by Melvil Dewey and applied with the help of divide like device. This device was initially used only in few classes such as 400 Philosophy, 800 Literature and 900 History.  By analyzing all the main classes with the subjoined main classes of DDC we may derive that there are seven main categories. All the main classes and subclasses of the subject can put into these seven categories.

(1) Reason: Philosophy, Religion, Sociology, Language, Science, and Useful Fine Arts.

(2) Mind: Philosophy, Religion, Social Science, and Political Science.

(3) Imagination: Literature.

(4) Memory: History.

(5) Matter: Physical Science.

(6) Life: Biological Science, Ethnology, Medicine, Economic Biology, and Domestic Art.

(7) Record: Language, Literature, and History.

UDC: Though Universal Decimal Classification was formed on the basis of 5th edition of DDC by Paul Otlet and Henri La Fontaine, but they added auxiliary tables with distinct sign and symbols for categories like ‘place’  ‘time’ ‘nationality’ ‘language’ and other analytical divisions.

The most general categories are found in class 11/12  i.e. Metaphysics. Here 111.1 represent being, 111.3 is Substance, 111.4 is accident, 111.6 is action, 111.82 is unity and multiplicity etc. Again 116 represents Movement, 117 is for Matter, 118 shows Energy, 114 use as Space and 115 for Time.

The logical categories are found in UDC under16. ‘Action’ ‘Qualities’ or ‘properties’ ‘movement’ obviously present in almost everywhere in the schedule, particularly it is found in 531/534 (Mechanics), 541.12 (Chemical mechanics). Number and quantity are also found almost everywhere especially in 51(Mathematics).

But in aggregate ‘treatment of measurement’ in UDC does not appear very satisfactory. So we may conclude that main categories followed by UDC are 

(1) Substance (2) Accident (3) Action (4) Unity and Multiplicity (5) Movement (6) Matter (7) Energy (8) Quality (9) Quantity (10) Space (11) Time.



CC: In Colon Classification the term ‘fundamental categories’ is represented by PMEST, which could be defined only enumeration. Ranganathan clearly mentioned that there are five and only five fundamental categories,viz. time, space energy,matter, and personality. According to A.C.Foskett analysis into Ranganathan’s fundamental categories is often useful in establishing the correct citation order for subject in other schemes.



Personality appears at the subsequent levels of the CC. After the 1st division of the main class these are frequently subdivided according to facets derived from the energy category. Then by a second round of personality [2P] and so on. The second general category is ‘Energy’ introduced by the number by a colon (:). It states the rules consist generally of problems, action etc. There is no energy under literature and law at least in so far as the CC is concern. Ranganathan’s 3rd general category is ‘Matter’ indicated in the notation numbers by a semi colon (;). It is usually consists of materials used for construction. The 4th category is ‘Space’ and the last one is ‘Time’ indicated by the notation dot (.) and single inverted coma (‘) respectably. 

SC: J.D.Brown in his Subject Classification provided categorical tables for grouping together division based on forms, place l language and chronology. He began with the postulate that every science and arts spring from order. First one is the factor of matter and force which gave rise to life and life in time produce mind, which in turn reached at length the making of its record. So we can categories the entire main classes into four categories.

(1) Matter and Force : Physical Science

(2) Life: Biological Science, Ethnological and Medical Science, Economic Biology.

(3) Mind: Philosophy and Religion, Social and Political Science. 

(4) Record; Language and Literature, History, Geography and Biography.

EC: The Expensive Classification of Charles Ammi Cutter carried out the evolutionary arrangement. In natural history putting the part of each subject in the order of which that theory assign to their appearance in creation. It’s science proceeds from the molecular to molar. From number and space through matter and force to matter and life and so on.

BC: It is said that Bibliographic Classification of Bliss is based on Ranganathan’s methodology for designing faceted classification. On the basis of PMEST the standard citation order recognizes the following nine main facet—it’s type, it’s part, it’s materials, it’s properties, it’s processes; operation on its Agent of action, place, time.

GENERAL CATEGORIES IN SPECIALIZED CLASSIFICATION:



FRANCE:

1. J.KAISAR: He introduced two fundamental categories in his alphabetical subject catalogue (1) concrete (2) process.

(1) Concrete includes : substance, equipment and things

(2) Process includes attributes, relation and operations.

2. I.Z.DOBROWOLSKI: He constituted a ‘Faceted Classification System’ .He used eight categories for classification—(1) Material (2) Process (3) Application (4) Initial Product (5) General problem (6) Properties (7) Study and control (8) Industries and organization. 

3. G.CORDONNIER: In his special classification scheme he used nine categories for classification of subjects—(1) Organ and Services (2) Person (3) Individual (living being) (4) Bodies (miscellaneous condition) (5) Equipment (6) Action (7) Intellectual concept (8) Documentary form (9) Time.

4. ERIC DE GROLIER: Introduced two main category (1) Constant category (2) Variable categories.

(1) Constant  categories : time, space, action

(2) Variable categories: substance, organ, analytic, synthetic, property, form, organization.

UK: 

5. D.J.FOSKETT: He designed three special scheme (1) Metal Box Company’s Classifications. (2) Scheme for Food Technology (3) Scheme for Health and Occupational Safety.  In first case he devised it into six categories, in second case he used three categories. But in third case he uses sixteen categories.To Foskett  these can be reduced to five main categories – these are (1) Product (2) Parts (3)Materials (4) Operations and (5) miscellaneous common subdivisions.

6. BARBARA KYLE: She is solely guided by the user’s interest. She therefore rejected the compartmentalisation of social science into traditional discipline. She ignored the main classes and grouped the concepts under two categories (1) Personalities (2) Activities .

7. J.MILLS: He recognizes eight categories and suggests the following facet formula for the citation order (1)Whole thing (2)Kind  (3) Parts (4)materials (5)Properties (6)Process (7) Operation (8)Agent

USA:

8. A.KANT & J.W.PERRY: They have provided 23 role indicator for metallurgy and grouped into five categories: (1) Materials (2) Properties (3) Processes (4) Conditions and (5) Miscellaneous role indicators.

9. J.H.SHERA & M.E.EGAN: They provided seven categories for the classification of whole universe of knowledge. (1) Agent (2)Action (3) Tools (4) Object of Action 

5) Time (6) Space (7) Product.
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